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“God invites all of us to
take the exciting journey to
Heaven.”

Introduction

First Thoughts
Have you ever wondered about the world beyond this life?
Heaven. What will it be like? Is it real? How long will it last?
What is it made of ?
Where did you learn about Heaven? Television shows?
Church? A parent? A preacher? A friend?
This book is about Heaven—the world beyond—one of my
favorite subjects. I want to answer some of the common questions people have about Heaven, and as a pastor, I hear many
questions. Most people want to know how to get to Heaven,
or if they will see their loved ones there. This book will provide
answers to those and many other questions.
Do we have all the answers about Heaven? No. It remains
in large part a mystery, but the Bible has not left us without answers, and in this book we will look at what we do know. Much
of it will surprise you. All of it will encourage you. And I believe
that when you have finished, your life will be changed forever.
God invites all of us to take the journey to Heaven, and
7

The World Beyond: The Mysteries Of Heaven

in this book I want us to take a look at what we know about
Heaven. The Bible is our travel guide. We will also learn from
the experiences of people who have been to the world beyond;
whose experiences line up with Scripture. Heaven is for anyone
who will have it, and I hope and pray that you will grab hold
of it and never let go.
If you want assurance that you are going to Heaven right
now, I invite you to go to chapter seven and begin there. The
first step toward Heaven is knowing Jesus, and that chapter
will show you how. Maybe you want to read a little more about
Heaven before making a decision. Friend, read on and join me
as we unveil the mysteries of Heaven—what it is, what it is not,
why people go there and what awaits us when we arrive.
Dave Williams

8

Chapter One

Heaven In Our Hearts
When you think of Heaven, what pops into your mind?
Quick, capture those images. What are they? Golden harps?
Fluffy clouds? Angels in white robes?
What did you feel? Boredom? Happiness? Wonder? Confusion?
What happens in Heaven? Are there businesses? Houses?
Do people go shopping? Eat? Talk? Work? Play?
Who goes to Heaven? Will we see relatives there? Will it
be like earth, but without things like disease and war? Or will
it be a totally different kind of place?
Heaven cannot be very accurately described in human
terms. Words are too humble a vehicle to convey its beauty,
but I think we sometimes get a glimpse of Heaven in this life.
• We glimpse it when we look into the eyes of a child.
• We glimpse it when we fall in love.
• We glimpse it when the awe of nature seizes our hearts on
a sunny mountainside.
9
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• We glimpse it in our highest, purest moments of laughter
and joy.
• We even glimpse it in our lowest moments, when hope
shines through the darkness like a thin ray of light.
Are these things Heaven? No, but they are hints of Heaven,
as if God were allowing His angels to serve us samples of what
we can expect on the other side.
The Bible talks about the world beyond this life. It is a
mystery, but a mystery with plenty of clues. In the Bible there
are more than one-hundred and fifty references to Heaven. The
Bible says it is a place of unimaginable joy and peace, where
dreams come to life, and greater dreams are dreamt — and then
lived. When we die in a right standing with God, we are carried
by an angel into that place, and we feel complete fulfillment.
The Bible tells us that Heaven is as real a destination as
Disneyland, the Florida Keys or New York City. It is not a
place that exists only in the mind or imagination because Jesus
said He was going to prepare a place for us — a real, solid
honest-to-goodness place, not just some airy cloud or fuzzy
consciousness. Heaven is more real than the physical world
that surrounds us.
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
you may be also.
— John 14:1-3
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Heaven is a place where those kinds of untouchable realities take on touchable forms, where unseen worlds of wonder
spring to life.
A TOUR OF HEAVEN
Yes, there is a world beyond this earthly life that awaits each
person. Most people believe deep in their hearts that death does
not mark the end of consciousness. I’ve read several surveys recently that showed that most Americans believe in the afterlife,
and one survey conducted around the world found that three
out of four people believe in Heaven.
Mary Baxter, a dear Christian woman, wrote two books
called Divine Revelation of Hell and Divine Revelation of
Heaven based on experiences the Lord gave her. In them she
testified to being shown around Heaven and hell by an angel,
then returning to her body here on earth. I don’t know if you
believe testimonies from the afterlife, but I do, to a certain
degree. Even the Bible indicates that such experiences can be
valid. I believe that many people have genuine experiences in
which they go briefly to Heaven, see Jesus, perhaps get a glimpse
of the Heavenly city, are reunited with loved ones, then come
back to finish their tasks on this planet. Their experiences can
be inspirational to us, though they cannot be used to shape our
core doctrines and beliefs. They are useful and wonderful to us
inasmuch as they agree with God’s Word.
In Heaven, Baxter found herself outside some beautiful
gates made of pearls and precious stones. An angel opened a
book and when he found Mary’s name the gates mysteriously
opened and she walked through. Another angel began to show
her around the Heavenly city— the world beyond.
11
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She went into the Room of Records, and as far as the eye
could see there were books. The book of Revelation in the Bible tells us that all of our works are written down in books in
Heaven. Baxter said some of the books she saw were ordinary,
others were diamond studded with silver pages full of writing
that looked like it had been penned in diamond ink. In those
books, everything was recorded, and the room was full of recording angels who were always writing in the books.
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works.
— Revelation 20:12

She was taken to a room called the Room of Tears. In Psalm
56, David wrote about God collecting David’s tears in bottles
as David was crying out in prayer.
Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears
into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? When I
cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back:
this I know; for God is for me.
— Psalm 56:8-9

Baxter said angels would catch every tear in a bottle and
label it. Then an angel would take bottles of tears that were
cried on earth and put drops of tears on a large scroll, and on
that scroll the liquid would become a beautiful prayer which
was delivered to the throne of God.
Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.
— Psalm 126:5
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Chapter Two

A Visit To Paradise
Many people like Mary Baxter have had near-death, or
“beyond and back” experiences. Ezekiel and Isaiah, two Old
Testament prophets, had visions of Heaven and their descriptions of the creatures they saw are awe-inspiring.
The Apostle Paul was caught up into what he called the
third Heaven as if by a high-powered magnet or irresistible
force.
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was
caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in
the body or out of the body I do not know — God
knows. And I know that this man — whether in
the body, or apart from the body, I do not know,
but God knows — was caught up into paradise.
He heard inexpressible things, things that man is
not permitted to tell.
— 2 Corinthians 12:2-4
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In Paul’s opinion, Heaven was too wonderful to foul up
with human language. He used the word “paradise,” which in
the biblical language means orchards, forests, parks or meadows.
WHAT A LOVELY IMAGE!
No wonder that most people who go to Heaven and are
told to return to their bodies desperately resist coming back.
Ultimately, in these “beyond and back” cases, whether a person
stays or comes back is up to Jesus.
From that point on in his life, Paul desired to go back to
Heaven. He said in a letter to believers in Philippi:
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am
to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!
I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and
be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more
necessary for you that I remain in the body.
— Philippians 1:21-24

Have you ever had one of those days that was so wonderful that it seemed like a dream? At the end of it you probably
thought, as I have, “If only I could make this day go on forever.”
That is how Paul felt.
SNAPSHOTS OF HEAVEN
A man I knew of in southern California was rushed to the
hospital with a heart attack. Medics worked on him, but he had
been dead for several minutes. They could not resuscitate him.
The man’s pastor, a Spirit-filled, Bible-believing man, came
to the hospital and when the nurses tried to stop him from going
in, he told them he was clergy and kept on going. Most people
14
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don’t know it, but in hospitals, clergymen have more authority
than even the doctors do.
Once in the room he saw the lifeless body of his parishioner. Something powerful rose up in the pastor’s chest, and he
pointed at the body and said, “In the Name of Jesus Christ,
you come back,” and continued commanding until suddenly
the body moved. The doctors came in, hooked the patient up
and found that he was alive.
When the parishioner came to his senses some hours later,
he looked at the pastor and said, “I can’t stand you.”
The pastor was shocked and replied, “But I came up to
pray for you.”
The man said, “I know, but I departed from this old wrecked
body. I was hovering over the hospital. I could see myself laying
there. I was free from pain, had perfect peace, perfect joy, and I
knew I was going to be with Jesus. I went through a dark tunnel,
and an angel was carrying me over to the holy city. There was a
great river and meadows, and orchards. It was beautiful, and I
could see the Crystal City. I knew if I could just get across that
river I would be there to stay, and then I looked down and saw
you pulling your car into the hospital. I saw you coming up the
elevator, and the little fight you had with the nurses to get into
my room. I saw you come inside and command me back, and
when you did I felt my spirit leaving the glories of paradise. I
knew if I could just get across that river I could stay there, but
you kept commanding me back, and I kept being pulled back
farther and farther away until all of a sudden the pain was back
and now here I am.”

15
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That parishioner, a real person, went on to live a long and
fruitful life.
HEAVEN’S ANNEX
I believe the earth was created to be sort of an annex of
Heaven. In the beginning God placed man in a beautiful paradise on earth, the Garden of Eden, but when man sinned, earth
was cut off from Heaven.
Fortunately, that is not the end of the story. The Bible says
one day there is going to be a renovated earth and renovated
heavens, and the two once again are going to be one, joined
together by a city called “New Jerusalem.” The Bible talks about
this new city that will come down out of Heaven.
...you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to thousands of angels in joyful assembly.
— Hebrews 12:22 (NLT)

Jesus is preparing a place for His followers in that city right
now. He said:
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.
— John 14:2,3

Many, even before Jesus’ time, looked forward to that
promised place.
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By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was
going. By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect
and builder is God.
— Hebrews 11:8-10

Verse 16 says:
Instead, they were longing for a better country
—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God, for he has prepared a city
for them.
— Hebrews 11:16

Every person has a longing in his or her heart to be a citizen
of that coming city.
• We are disquieted by life on earth, and we may not know
why.
• We wonder why we feel alienated from the world we live
in, and even from those we love.
• Our deepest souls cry out for the place God is creating for
us—a perfect place in the world beyond.
THE HEAVENLY CITY
The Bible tells us some things about that city we will one
day call home. It is in Heaven now and will come to earth in the
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course of the end times, a period after Jesus comes back for His
followers. It is a cube-shaped city with a skyline, a throne, a river,
vegetation, business, and some sort of monetary system ( Jesus
instructed us to lay up for ourselves treasures in Heaven, therefore it must be possible to have some kind of treasure there).
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal: For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.
— Matthew 6:19-21

John saw the city in his vision:
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them, and be their God. He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away’
— Revelation 21:2-4
And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance
was like that of a very precious jewel, like jasper,
clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve
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gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes
of Israel.
— Revelation 21:10-12
The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was
wide. He measured the city with a rod and found it
to be 12,000 stadia [about 1,400 miles] in length,
and as wide and high as it is long.
— Revelation 21:16
The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure
gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the
wall of the city were decorated with every kind of
precious stone
— Revelation 21:18,19a
Then the angel showed me the river of the water
of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the
great street of the city. On each side of the river
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit,
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations.
— Revelation 22:1,2

That is the place we will live with Jesus. A city that is cubeshaped—1,400 miles wide, long and high— and teeming with
wealth and activity.
What else do we know about the world beyond? How do
we describe it? What does the Bible tell us, in concrete terms,
about what we can expect? In the next chapter, we’ll take a look
at some astounding and wonderful facts about Heaven—the
world beyond.
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Chapter Three

The Truth About The
World Beyond
Let’s look at some of the wonderful facts the Bible tells us
about Heaven.
1. HEAVEN IS FULL OF LIGHT.
Have you ever stared straight into a spotlight, or seen
lightning flash close by? Those are nothing compared to the
brightness of Heaven.
Heaven’s light is so intense and powerful that mortals, in
their physical bodies, cannot even get near it. Night never falls
in Heaven. There is no dusk, no sunrise, no midnight hour.
The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.
— Revelation 7:16b
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In a letter to his protege, Timothy, the Apostle Paul wrote
that God “lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen
or can see,” (1 Timothy 6:16b). Indeed, when Jesus appeared to
Paul in an extremely bright light on the road to Damascus, Paul
was blind for three days afterward.
Heaven’s light does not come from the sun or the moon or
lamps, but from the glory of God Himself, and of His Son, and
the light will never fade.
And the city did not need the sun or moon. The
glory of God was shining on it, and the Lamb was
its light. Nations will walk by the light of that city,
and kings will bring their riches there. Its gates are
always open during the day and night never comes.
— Revelation 21:23-25 (CEV)

2. NOBODY IS HUNGRY OR THIRSTY IN HEAVEN.
There are no famines in Heaven. No pictures of starving
children in foreign countries. There is no drought, no crop
failure, no empty pantries. You will never hear a stomach growl
or a baby cry because of lack of food.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more
… for the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne
shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them unto
fountains of waters of life.
— Revelation 7:16, 17 (ASB)

And here’s a delightful benefit: you do not have to count
calories, fat grams or carbohydrates because the food in Heaven
will not make you fat! There is going to be a feast called the marriage supper of the Lamb, and you can eat as much as you want.
21
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3. THERE WILL BE ANIMALS AND CREATURES IN
HEAVEN.
The Bible talks about creatures worshipping before the
throne of God, and goes on to even describe six horses. Indeed,
Jesus Himself will ride on a horse.
I looked and saw that heaven was open, and a
white horse was there. Its rider was called Faithful
and True, and he is always fair when he judges or
goes to war.
— Revelation 19:11 (CEV)

Many years ago I witnessed a man callously throw a small
kitten out of his car as he sped by the front of my house. The
little buff-colored kitten limped up to my door and began to
purr. She seemed afraid, lonely, hurt, and hungry, so I fed her
some tuna fish, prepared her a dish of milk, and she decided
she would stay.
For nineteen years Bobo was my loyal friend, and not long
ago she died in my arms. She was one-hundred and thirty-three
in cat years.
I do not know if there will be cats in Heaven — I hope so.
I want to see Bobo again!
4. NOBODY CRIES IN HEAVEN.
You will never see someone break down and sob in Heaven.
There are no tear ducts, no quivering lower lips, no hankies and
no swollen, red eyes, because:
God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.
— Revelation 7:17 (ASB)
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5. THERE IS NO SORROW, MOURNING OR PAIN.
No one will be depressed anymore. There will be no broken
hearts, broken lives, broken promises. There will be no prescription drugs, no pharmacies, no antidepressants, no aspirin.
There will be no broken legs, car accidents, hospitals, emergency
rooms, sicknesses, aches or bruises.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
— Revelation 21:4

6. WE WILL HAVE PERFECT LOVE FOR OUR MATES.
Like it or not, people do not get married in Heaven. There
are no engagement rings, marriage certificates, wedding dresses,
wedding cakes, honeymoons, receptions, gifts or groomsmen.
There are no fathers-in-law, mothers-in-law, family squabbles,
children or wedding anniversaries. There is no divorce, no
blended families, no stepchildren, no second husbands or exwives. Jesus said:
For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven.
— Matthew 22:30

For some of us, Heaven will not be Heaven without our
mates, but we can take comfort in the fact that God has prepared a more perfect kind of love for us there. While marriage
was created for earth, we will discover wonderful new types of
relationships in Heaven. God would not take away marriage
unless He intended to replace it with something better.
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7.THERE IS NO DEATH.
This is one of the best things about Heaven: there are no
hearses, no funeral homes, no caskets, no cemetery plots. There
are no life insurance policies, death taxes, last wills and testaments or earthly inheritances. No one is embalmed, cremated
or buried. No one’s ashes are ever cast into the sea. There are no
grave robbers, headstones or mausoleums. Jesus said:
Neither can they die any more: for they are equal
unto the angels; and are the children of God, being
the children of the resurrection.
— Luke 20:36
… and there shall be no more death …
— Revelation 21:4

8. HEAVEN IS A PLACE OF REST.
We will not strive or worry there. We will not concern ourselves with pay raises, promotions or Christmas bonuses. There
will be no office politics, no firings, no “golden handshakes.”
… that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them.
— Revelation 14:13

9. THERE IS GREAT REJOICING IN HEAVEN.
Jesus said:
… there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth.
— Luke 15:10
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10. THERE IS MAGNIFICENT MUSIC IN HEAVEN.
In fact, the Bible says there will be silence in Heaven for only
about thirty minutes.
And when he had opened the seventh seal, there
was silence in heaven about the space of half an
hour.
— Revelation 8:1

After that, the concert will begin, and will go on forever.
Heaven will have the biggest gospel choir imaginable — millions of tenors, hundreds of millions of altos, sopranos and
basses.
And they sung as it were a new song before the
throne …
— Revelation 14:3
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the
throne and the living creatures and the elders. In
a loud voice they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and strength and honor and glory and praise!’Then
I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in
them, singing: ‘To Him who sits on the throne and
to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and
power for ever and ever!’
— Revelation 5:11-13
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11. HEAVEN IS A PLACE OF ABSOLUTE
PERFECTION.
It is a place of glory, honor and incorruption (Romans
2:7). Wickedness will not be allowed there (Ephesians 5:5).
There will be no disasters. No smog. No radiation. No taxes.
No mildew. No weeds. No jumper cables. No flat tires. No tow
trucks. No spare tires. No mosquitoes. No flies. No snakes. No
termites. No computer crashes. No cover-ups. No bills. No
terrorists. No malignant, vulgar devil.
Only those who have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus will
be permitted inside the gate (Revelation 21:27 and 22:14, 15).
LEARNING TO LOVE
Dr. Collette was a medical missionary in the Amazon jungle
for forty-eight years. Collette had witnessed some of the most
marvelous miracles that anybody could ever see. He saw people
with no eyes in their sockets receive new eyeballs. He saw other
creative miracles too, but none of it seemed to fulfill him. It is
possible to see the miracles of God and still not be satisfied.
Collette wanted one thing: to see the glory of God. Nothing else would touch his heart, so for nine years he prayed, “God,
I want to see Your glory.”
When he was eighty-one years old, attending a prayer meeting in the Amazon forest one night, a burst of power hit the
place where they had gathered. The glory of God came down
and everybody in that meeting passed out. When they woke up
they found Collette dead. Somehow, it seemed that the glory of
God had killed him. In that particular tribe the custom was to
pack a dead person’s head with mud and leave them for several
days, which they did.
26

The Truth About The World Beyond

Dr. Collette, who later came back to life, said that he remembered hovering over his body, looking down and thinking,
“What a pitiful sight that is.” He had no desire to return to his
body. He felt no fear or dread, but total peace. Then a strange
force began to pull him upward. He could not stay there and
look at his dead body any longer. He recognized the presence
of two angels, one his guardian angel, the other a transport
angel, and he knew at last he was going to see the glory of God.
BEYOND THE STARS
The angels began to carry him beyond the stars, out of our
solar system at what seemed like a million miles a minute. In
the distance he could see Heaven. It was as if all the stars had
faces and were singing and pointing to the glory of God. As he
got closer he could feel Heaven’s gravity. The stars, the trees,
the vegetation, everything was singing, “Holy, holy, holy,” and
there was great lightning and thunder.
He saw the gates of Heaven studded with giant pearls,
covered with beautiful engravings, and as he arrived the gates
opened and he went through. He noticed that everyone was
clothed in glorious, brilliant light. He could see for miles and
was dumbstruck by the magnificence of Heaven.
He saw and was allowed to speak with Abraham, the patriarch from the book of Genesis. Abraham has been there for
five thousand years or so. Collette asked, “Abraham, how long
have you been here?” and Abraham said, “I guess it has been
about a day now.” When you are in eternity, there is no way of
measuring time.
Collette asked to see the mansion the Lord was preparing
for him, and the angel took him there. The mansion looked
27
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like it was made out of golden boards and diamond nails. They
went into a large living room which had no furniture. The angel
said, “Sit down.” Collette did, and a beautiful, comfortable
chair appeared.
Then he had a wonderful and happy reunion with his mother. But the best part was meeting Jesus. The thing he noticed
most was that the scars were still in His hands and feet. The
only evidence that sin ever existed is in the scars in Jesus’ body
that He will carry throughout eternity to remind us how we
are privileged to live in that beautiful paradise.
Dr. Collette was taken to the throne of God, which seemed
to be miles long. In front of the throne was a sea of glass, and
he saw hundreds of thousands of people dancing and singing
and praising God.
Af t er f i ve - a n d- a -ha l f e a r th d ay s Je sus ma d e
Dr. Collette go back to earth to complete his task, and to tell
people that Jesus is coming soon. The biggest lesson Collette
took away from the experience was that he should love people
on earth the same way he was loved in Heaven.
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Chapter Four

Your Biography
Dr. Collette had an amazing experience of Heaven, but
most of us have to rely solely on the Word of God.
There are other surprising facts that we know for certain
about Heaven.
YOUR BIOGRAPHY IS BEING WRITTEN IN HEAVEN
The Bible talks about the Book of Life, which bears the
names of all who will be permitted to enter Heaven. Paul wrote:
… help those women which laboured with me in
the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my
fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.
— Philippians 4:3
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Jesus said:
He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in
white. I will never blot out his name from the book
of life, but will acknowledge his name before my
Father and his angels.
— Revelation 3:5

There is not only the Book of Life, which says who belongs
to God’s family, there are other books that record everything
we do, as Mary K. Baxter saw. The Apostle John had a vision,
recounted in the book of Revelation, and he saw books of
record in Heaven.
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne; and books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of the things
which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it;
and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them: and they were judged every man according
to their works. And death and Hades were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death, even the
lake of fire. And if any was not found written in the
book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.
— Revelation 20:12-15 (ASB)

For better or worse, Heaven has its own twenty-four-hour
biography channel, and one day we will be judged by whatever
is found on the videotape of our lives.
Jesus said:
But I tell you that men will have to give account on
the day of judgment for every careless word they
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have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.
— Matthew 12:36, 37

WE WILL RECOGNIZE PEOPLE IN HEAVEN
We will see people we know in Heaven and rejoice with
them. We will even recognize people we have not met in person.
Peter, James and John were with Jesus when He was transfigured,
and they caught a glimpse of Him in His glory. There appeared
with Him Moses and Elijah, and the disciples instantly recognized who they were even though they had never met them. In
Heaven there is instant recognition and knowledge of people.
Jesus told the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The
rich man died and went to hell, and Lazarus, a poor beggar,
died and went to Heaven. In the afterlife they could see and
recognize each other across a great chasm, and they even had a
conversation (Luke 16:19-26).
King David of the Old Testament lost a son because of his
adulterous affair and the murder he committed trying to cover it
up. After mourning for the child, David said, “Can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me” (1
Samuel 12:23, ASB). In other words, David’s son immediately
went into paradise and David said he would one day be with
his son in Heaven.
HEAVEN IS GOD’S DWELLING PLACE
It is where He resides in holy splendor greater than you or
I can currently imagine. Moses prayed:
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Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place,
and bless your people Israel.
— Deuteronomy 26:15

In the New Testament it was said:
The heaven is my throne, And the earth the footstool of my feet: What manner of house will ye
build Me?’ saith the Lord: ‘Or what is the place of
My rest? Did not my hand make all these things?
— Acts 7:49, 50 (ASB)

No building on earth can contain God. He is beyond time
and space. Not even the whole physical universe, millions of
light years across, could provide enough room for Him. But
Heaven is His abode, His throne, a limitless place where God
lives.
GOD’S FAMILY LIVES WITH HIM IN HEAVEN
Does God have family? Yes! He even invites us to call Him
our Heavenly Father. All those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord
belong to God’s family. There is no secret handshake or ritual,
no special categories. The invitation to join is open to anyone.
Jesus was called the firstborn of many brothers (Romans
8:29). In the Gospels, He made a distinction between Heavenly
relatives and earthly relatives when He said:
Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And
he stretched forth his hand towards his disciples,
and said, Behold, my mother and my brethren! For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in
heaven, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.
— Matthew 12:48-50 (ASB)
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For the believer, true family is known by spiritual condition,
not by blood. This is not to say that physical family is meaningless. God places great emphasis on the care and closeness of
our biological families. But ultimately, Heaven will reveal that
our brothers and sisters are those who have been born again
through Christ. Paul said:
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.
— Philippians 3:20

And:
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and
members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
— Ephesians 2:19, 20

How do we know who is in God’s family? In the end, only
God knows the true condition of a man or woman’s heart.
The Lord knows those who are his.
— 2 Timothy 2:19 (ASB)

PEOPLE WHO DO NOT GO TO HEAVEN WILL BE
FORGOTTEN
How can we enjoy Heaven if someone we love is in hell?
God said through the prophet Isaiah, “For, behold, I create
new Heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not
be remembered, nor come into mind,” (Isaiah 65:17,ASB).
Those not in Heaven will be erased from memory.
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Chapter Five

Pulled Into Hell
The only unfortunate thing about Heaven is that not everybody will go there. Nothing in the Bible leads us to believe
that mankind will experience a wholesale transition from earth
to Heaven, as many people believe will happen.
Every person falls into one of two categories: either we
are Heaven bound, or we are hell bound. Jesus made it simple.
There are saved and unsaved people. Not kinda-sorta saved.
Not super-duper saved. Just saved and unsaved. And what you
are determines where you go.
I have heard numerous testimonies over the years about
people who claimed to have had Paul-like experiences and been
caught up into Heaven. One of the hallmarks of these experiences is that when people come back to their bodies, they no
longer fear death. Hebrews 2:15 says fear of death binds and
enslaves people.
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WHAT IS IT GOING TO BE LIKE TO DIE?
• Is it going to be frightening?
• Painful?
• Peaceful?
• Will we be conscious of what is happening?
Each of us wants the answers to these questions. The Bible
says that those who are in Christ have already passed over from
death to life. Paul said that death is swallowed up in victory.
Those of us who know Jesus should not fear death, even if we
have not been to Heaven and back.
When the famous preacher D.L. Moody was in his last few
moments of life, he lay on his bed with his eyes closed. All of a
sudden he said, “Earth is receding and the Heavens are opening.”
Somebody in the room remarked that he must be dreaming.
Moody looked up and said, “This is no dream. This is the day I
have been waiting for. It is my coronation day—good-bye,” and
he left for Heaven—the world beyond.
A precious man who started a school for people who wanted to preach the Gospel never feared death. One evening he was
on stage during a meeting, and all of his students were before
him. He started waving at them. Then he bowed his head and
died. No fear, no pain, he just slipped into beautiful paradise.
He simply left this world.
One famous preacher was dying. He looked up, smiled and
said, “It is beautiful, it is beautiful, good-bye.”
When one of the world’s most famous revivalists, John
Wesley, was in his last few moments of life, he looked up and
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shouted, “I will praise Him, I will praise Him,” then he looked
around the room and said, “Farewell, everybody,” and away he
went.
THE TUNNEL OF LIGHT
The joke goes like this: There was a man from Michigan
who was going down to Florida. He took his laptop computer
with him and decided to e-mail his wife. He plugged in the
computer and sent her a note, but mailed it to the wrong e-mail
address. It went instead to a widow of a minister who had died
that week. When she got the e-mail, she fainted. It read, “I had
a wonderful trip, but it sure is hot down here.”
The greatest tragedy is when people die who do not know
Jesus Christ. Because only Jesus can give us access to Heaven.
There is no other way. Period.
Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh to the Father, but by me.
— John 14:6

When a Christian dies, the Bible tells us he or she is transported to Heaven by an angel (Luke 16:22). But when someone
dies without accepting Christ, they are pulled down into hell.
I read about the dying moments of Desi Arnaz, who played
Ricky Ricardo on television’s “I Love Lucy.” His daughter was
there with him, and apparently she had been studying some
of the new age philosophies. She kept saying to him, “Daddy,
follow the light.” Arnaz died trying to follow the light.
The problem is, as we are told in the Scriptures, Satan comes
disguised as an angel of light.
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. . . for Satan himself is transformed into an angel
of light.
— 2 Corinthians 11:14

A number of believers who have gone to Heaven and come
back say that they traveled through a long, dark tunnel with
a light at the end of it, and at that light is a fork in the road.
Waiting there is a transport angel for Christians, but there is a
deceiving angel for unbelievers.
That fork in the road is a separation place.
Once people get through that dark tunnel — no matter
how much peace and love they feel going through it — a
separation takes place. Those who have known and followed
Christ are transported by an angel to the holy city. The others
are immediately drawn down to the regions of the damned,
where they will be incarcerated along with other lost souls, to
await the final judgment the Bible warns us about.
And the devil that deceived them was cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast
and false prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night for ever and ever. And I saw a great
white throne, and him who sat on it, from whose
face the earth and heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is
the book of life: and the dead were judged out
of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works.
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And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire.
— Revelation 20:10-15

I went to the hospital one time to see an elderly woman
whom the nurses said was unconscious. She had gone into a
coma. I asked if I could try to speak to her, so I knelt down by
her bed and whispered in her ear, “Agnes, I am here to pray with
you. Do you understand me?” Her eyes opened and on her face
was a horrified look. I asked, “Do you want me to pray with
you to receive Jesus as your Savior so you can go to Heaven?”
She nodded her head with a look of desperation.
I grabbed her hand and said, “Even if you can’t talk, the Bible says the Holy Spirit will help you with groans which cannot
be uttered. Squeeze my hand if you are praying this with me in
your heart. Pray this: ‘Jesus, I believe you are the Son of God.’”
I felt a little squeeze on my hand. “‘I believe you died on the
cross for my sins.’” I felt another little squeeze. “‘I believe you
were raised from the dead. Forgive me of all my sins, and give
me a home in Heaven. Amen.’” She squeezed again, and I looked
into her eyes and they began to twinkle. A tear came out of one
of her eyes, she smiled and then left for Heaven.
Her final destination had just changed.
THE GARBAGE DUMP OF THE UNIVERSE
The Bible talks quite a lot about hell, a place shrouded in
mystery. We know it is a place of regret and sorrow, darkness
and blackness, separation from God. We know it is a place of no
hope whatsoever, and we know that it is permanent—forever.
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There are plenty of false beliefs circulating about hell.
• Some say hell does not exist.
• Some say hell is only for murderers and heartless sinners.
• Some say hell is here and now.
Many people believe that every sinner who ever lived will
go to hell, but that would mean every person ever born, except
Jesus, would go there because all of us either are now or were
sinners at one time.
People do not go to hell because they sin. They go to hell
because they refuse the remedy for sin. The Bible says all have
sinned and we are all doomed without Jesus Christ.
All those who refuse to receive Christ will be thrown into
hell, a place Jesus called “Gehena.” Gehena was a garbage dump
outside of Jerusalem, and it was constantly smoldering. Jesus
used the word to describe the final destination of those who
did not believe in Him, meaning that the best way to describe
hell is as the garbage dump of the universe.
Hell is the unseen world of departed, unredeemed spirits.
The Bible tells us where hell is.
• It is in the nether (lower) parts of the earth (Ezekiel 31:1418, and 32:24, Psalms 63:9, Ephesians 4:9).
• It is in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12:40).
The Bible says that there is a force that pulls people into
hell after they die without Christ. Ezekiel 31:15-17 talks about
a casting down, like an upside-down ejection seat that propels
you into hell.
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Let death seize my enemies by surprise; let the
grave swallow them alive, for evil makes its home
within them.
— Psalm 55:15 (NLT)

David said hell swallowed people. In Jesus’ parable of the
rich man and Lazarus, there was no angel carrying the rich man
into hell. The rich man was simply pulled down as if by suction.
Some of the children of Israel who had done evil were
literally swallowed up by the ground.
He [Moses] had hardly finished speaking when the
ground suddenly split open beneath them. The
earth opened up and swallowed the men, along
with their households and the followers who were
standing with them, and everything they owned.
So they went down alive into the grave, along with
their belongings. The earth closed over them and
they vanished.
— Numbers 16:31-33 (NLT)

I believe that is a picture of what happens spiritually when
people go to hell. They go suddenly, quickly and without recourse or remedy.
THE PAIN OF HELL
I read true accounts from a doctor who said that he had
resuscitated just as many people who were on their way to hell
as to Heaven. He said they came back screaming, with their
veins bulging out of their neck and their eye balls popping
out. That doctor is now a Christian minister who, prior to his
conversion, died and went to hell himself and was resuscitated.
He testified that when his spirit left his body, he went through a
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tunnel he thought would lead him to Heaven. He saw a bright
white light, and suddenly a great suctioning force grabbed hold
of him and down he went. He could see the glow of hell as he
approached the center of the earth, and he screamed in terror.
He saw hideous creatures there grabbing for him, but then was
resuscitated and his spirit came back into his body.
What is it like in hell? Jesus said in Luke 16 that it is a place
of torment, anguish and foul-smelling, smoldering fire. The rich
man in Jesus’ story had spent his life accumulating wealth, not
helping others. He was the kind of guy who said things like, “If
Lazarus would get a job, he would not be poor. If he had health
insurance, he would not have to have the dogs lick those sores.”
He always had an excuse for not helping somebody.
When the rich man was sucked down to hell, he left his
clothes, his comfort, his ease behind. But he did take something
to hell with him.
His senses.
In hell, people have the power to feel. Everyone who dies
will be given a resurrected, indestructible body, whether they
go to Heaven or hell.
In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his
side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am
in agony in this fire.
— Luke 16:23, 24 (NIV)

The rich man had the power to see, to speak, to remember,
to hear, to feel sensations on his skin, to have thirst in his mouth
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and hunger in his belly. All of his natural functions and drives
were still there, but none of them would ever be satisfied.
He did not believe in hell—until he got there. He had five
brothers he wanted to warn so they would not end up in torment as well, but prayers from hell do not get answered. There
is no mercy in hell, no grace. It is a place beyond the shadow
of the Cross.
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A Life Without Fear
Death always comes too soon. Nobody is ever ready. A
knock at the door, a ring of the phone, and it has arrived. You
see it every day in the pages of the newspaper.
People are constantly being ushered into Heaven or sucked
into hell. I had a friend who was killed instantly by a drunk
driver. I read about an excellent swimmer who drowned in
a lake near my home. I knew a man who recently suffered a
heart attack and died a few hours later. Death happens every
day. It will come to each one of us. When it does, there will be
no second chance.
CAN WE BE SURE?
How can we be sure that we are going to Heaven?
I used to have a recurring dream. In it, I would die. Then
I would travel through space and arrive at a big waiting room
where people were being held before they went on trial. As I
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waited, I wondered if I had been good enough to make it into
Heaven, or if I would be condemned to hell. I was tortured by
fear. Each time I dreamed this, I would wake up just before I
was to be called into the judgment hall to learn my fate.
Everyone wonders what will happen after they die. Some
pretend they do not care and say things like, “When I die, I hope I
go to hell because that is where all my friends will be.” They do not
understand that even if their friends are there, they will be transformed by their horrible suffering into unrecognizable beings.
Others try to comfort themselves with the belief that if the
good they did in their lives outweighs the bad, they will end up
in Heaven. It is amazing to hear the variety of answers you get
when you ask someone how to get to Heaven.
WHERE WILL YOU GO?
Do you know where you will spend eternity?
Your answer to one simple question holds the key to your
salvation and your final destiny after death. That question is
this: “If you were to die right now, and you found yourself
standing before God, what would you say when He asks you,
‘Why should I let you into Heaven?’” Think about that question
carefully. How would you answer God?
• “Well, I have been a good person. I have given to charities
and lived an honest life.”
• “I was a member of the church and went every Sunday
morning.”
• “I have always tried to serve the Lord.”
• “I have tried to live my life by the ten commandments.”
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• “I studied my Bible.”
• “God is good. I know He would not condemn me to hell.”
In reality, none of these answers is sufficient. Yes, it is great
to be involved in a good church, to study the Bible. But, if that
is the only justification you have to offer God for your entry into
Heaven, it will not be enough. There is only one right answer.
“I trusted in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gave him my
heart and confessed Him as my Lord.”
Jesus told us that only those who are “born again” will see
the Kingdom of God.
In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again.’
— John 3:3
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’
— John 14:6

EARNING HEAVEN?
I visited a church one time, and there was a lady playing the
piano. She had her hair all up in a bun. The pastor asked for
people to give testimonies, and she stood up and said, “Fifty
years ago I accepted Jesus as my Savior. Someday I am going to
be leaving this life, and I just hope I have done enough to please
Him so I will be able to get into Heaven.”
How tragic that a person who received Jesus is worried
about whether she has done enough to make it to Heaven!
What a profound misunderstanding of the Gospel, which of45
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fers grace apart from our power to earn it. We could never be
good enough to deserve Heaven! Only the goodness of God
makes it possible to go there, and that goodness is embodied
in Jesus Christ.
Do you have the assurance that you are going to Heaven?
Or do thoughts of the world beyond frighten you? Read on to
see how you can be rid of that fear forever.
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Chapter Seven

The Adventure Of A
Lifetime
Life is about choosing your own adventure. You can choose
the world’s adventure, or you can choose God’s adventure. The
world’s adventure is like a roller coaster that ends up going off
track. It looks appealing when you are waiting to ride, and
the first couple of turns and drops are a blast. But then, as
you plummet down a steep curve you see that the track ends
suddenly, and there in a pile are dozens of other cars that have
already been wrecked.
The world has an adventure, yes. But the price is steep.
GOD’S GREAT ADVENTURE
Then there is God’s adventure. It sometimes looks a little
plain, and may not seem adventurous at all. Many people may
avoid God’s adventure because it doesn’t appear to offer the
immediate thrills of the other rides. But those who choose it
47

The World Beyond: The Mysteries Of Heaven

find an adventure no roller coaster can match — true adventure,
the kind the world can only envy.
God is looking for true adventurers to be with Him in
Heaven. Heaven is the eternal destination of every man, woman
and child who follows Jesus. There will be adventures in the
world beyond that we cannot speak about here because words
cannot describe them.
DON’T YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THEM?
I do. And I want you to be there, too. I know that you would
be a great companion on God’s adventure.
Your Heavenly visit can begin right now. No, I am not
talking about dying, I am talking about living. Jesus said that
for the believer there is no death. You will never die! Oh sure,
your body will fall to the ground one day and not get up. People
will lay you in a casket lined with fabric, drive in procession to
the cemetery and put your body in the ground; but by that time
you will be long gone, into a glorious place with no sickness, no
worry, no tears. You will be with the Lord.
Will you go, or will you not? Believe it or not, the choice
is yours. You do not have to measure up to a standard, or try to
be a good person. You can come as you are.
Some may say, “If God wanted to save me, He would come
down and save me. I wouldn’t have to say anything.” If that is
your attitude, you will die and go to hell. For a gift to be a gift,
it has to be received. Forgiveness is a gift that only becomes
effective when you reach out and grab it.
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IN THE BEGINNING
Back when God created Adam and Eve, men and women
had perfect fellowship with God. Can you imagine walking with
God through the garden, having little chats under a palm tree?
People work all their lives to get what Adam and Eve already
had, a tropical paradise with trees and fruits and tame animals.
God said, “Adam, give names to all the animals. Work the garden and enjoy it. Enjoy the fellowship that we have with one
another. You can eat anything, have fun, do anything, except
one thing. I have one moral law: Do not eat of that tree over
there. That is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
One day a voice of disharmony and discord came into the
garden and made some tempting suggestions. “Eve, Adam, God
is a liar. He doesn’t want you to eat of that tree because you will
become like Him if you do. He is cheating you.”
Every time any one of us has violated one of God’s moral
laws, it is because we have listened to the voice of disharmony,
and the tragedy that resulted from Adam and Eve listening to
that voice of disharmony was the spiritual death that entered
the human race. Fellowship was broken with the Holy God. No
more could God walk in the cool of the day with His beloved
creation because now sin had spotted their souls.
There is nothing we can do about it because we inherited
sin and, of course we’ve all sinned by choice as men. That’s
why we need a Savior. The Bible says that if you have violated
only one law, you have violated them all because God’s laws are
like a chain. You can break just one link, and when you do the
whole thing falls apart. Have you ever told a lie? You’ve sinned.
Ever gossiped? You’ve sinned. Ever failed to honor God’s holy
day? You’ve sinned.
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WHY ME?
Why do we come to the Savior? Why do you need Jesus
Christ? Not because He will keep you out of trouble. Not because He will give you peace. He will do these things, but the
real reason you need Him is because you are a law breaker, just
like me and everybody else on the planet. You have violated
God’s holy commandments. All have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God.
— Romans 3:23

God said, The only way to get these people out of the mess
they are in is to invade the human race, become one of them, and
win them back from the devil’s control. So the Holy Spirit overshadowed this little virgin, and she conceived a Child by the
Holy Spirit, and they called Him Jesus. He lived a sinless life.
He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed
of the devil.
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him.
— Acts 10:38

Some people, especially the religious ones, did not like
God’s Son. They blasphemed and ridiculed Him. They said
He was:
• demon-possessed
• a glutton
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• a drunkard
• a friend of sinners and prostitutes
Finally, in collaboration with the Roman government,
they had Him hung on a cross of execution. They put a crown
of thorns on His head, drove nails in His hands and feet and
jabbed a spear in His side. Slowly and agonizingly this God
who invaded the human race died a torturously painful death.
And the Bible says He took our sins on His body that day so
we would not have to pay the price.
That means that even though we all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God, God made a provision for us to one
day have a home in Heaven.
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
— Romans 6:23

Jesus said:
In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.
— John 14:2-3

He died on that cross. Three days later, death could not hold
Him in the grave any longer, and the power of the Holy Spirit
came upon that dead body in that tomb outside of Jerusalem,
the sparks began to fly, the energy was turned up, the power
began to surge through the body, and out of that grave walked
Jesus! Alive!
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HEAVEN IS YOURS
He still does miracles, and He has a miracle in store for
you, too. Have you ever wished you could start your life all
over again? Jesus, God’s Son, made a way for you to experience
a brand new life. You can start over, regardless of how many bad
things you have done or how messed up you may feel right now.
The Apostle Paul put it this way:
For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
— 1 Timothy 2:5
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Can you believe it? Heaven is yours with no strings attached. God’s forgiveness, acceptance, and power are available
to you right now, just for the asking. God has done His part
to give you a new life and someday a home in Heaven. Now it
is up to you.
1. Come to Jesus as you are (Romans 3:23).
2. Admit your helplessness to save yourself (Romans 6:23;
Luke 18:13).
3. Ask Jesus to be your Savior and to give you a new start (2
Corinthians 5:17).
4. Confess with your mouth that He is your Lord (Romans
10:9).
5. By faith, receive Christ into your life ( John 1:11-12).
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The burden of sin will quickly be rolled away if you do
these things. God is standing by you right now to hear you
pray. He is ready to send Jesus into your life and is calling the
angels together for a celebration in Heaven—a celebration over
you! Jesus said:
I tell you that in the same way there will be more
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do
not need to repent.
— Luke 15:7

Perhaps you are planning to wait until you are on your
deathbed to “get right with God.” But you might never get the
chance. No one knows when, or under what circumstances, their
life might be required of them. Suddenly, you will be standing
before God, and when He asks that all-important question,
“Why should I let you enter into Heaven?” you must have the
only answer that will work:
“Because I know Jesus. He died to pay for my sins. He shed
His blood so that my sins could be washed away. He is my Savior.
Ask Him, He will know me!”
THE CURE FOR SIN
God provided the antidote for your sin, you must receive the
cure. Don’t wait until it is too late and risk spending eternity in hell.
The Apostle Paul wrote:
For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and
in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is
the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
— 2 Corinthians 6:2b (NIV)
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Now is the day of salvation. It is not a matter of going to
this or that church. When I pray for people to come to Christ,
I never pray that they will come to my church, though it would
be terrific if they did. I say, “Lord, I do not care if they go to
a Bible-believing Baptist church, a Bible-believing Methodist
church, or a Bible-believing Nazarene church. I do not care
who leads them to Jesus because it is so urgent that they come
into the kingdom now.”
IT’S NOT TOO LATE
It is not too late for you. Receive Jesus Christ, and live in
His love and grace, now and forever. When you die, you will
see the gates of Heaven open before you. You will hear the angel
chorus singing for joy. Best of all, Jesus will be there to welcome
you home! You will be ready for eternity.
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Chapter Eight:

Knowing For Sure
Being born again into the Kingdom of God is the single
most glorious thing that can happen to a person, but often there
are doubts. How do you know for certain that you have been
born again? God shows us.
5 WAYS WE CAN KNOW FOR SURE
1.We know by trusting God’s Word, the Bible.
God’s Word is God’s integrity. It is an insult not to believe
someone’s word. God’s Word says, “whoever comes to me I will
never drive away,” ( John 6:37b). In Romans 4:5 we are told that
God justifies the ungodly. That means we can go to Heaven by
nothing we have done, but only by trusting God for what He
has done for us. Romans 10:9 tells us that if we confess with
our mouth and believe in our heart that God raised Jesus from
the dead, we will be saved.
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Feelings are not dependable. If you feel like Jesus died on
the cross for you, He did. If you do not feel like Jesus died on
the cross for you, He still did. I have often said that the first
biggest liar in the universe is the Devil, and the second biggest
liar is our feelings.
Once I was on a trip with my family. I felt we were on the
right road, heading in the right direction, but when we ended up
on a little-used, treacherous mountain road I finally consulted
the map. We were miles off track! I had made a wrong turn, but
at the time it felt right.
Just like that map, the only dependable source of spiritual
truth is the Bible, God’s Word. Trust it!
2. The Spirit of God bears witness.
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we
are God’s children.
— Romans 8:16

God’s Word and the witness of the Holy Spirit will always
agree. But how does the Spirit of God bear witness? It is simple.
There will be a new joy and peace in your life (Romans 14:17).
You find yourself thinking about Jesus and spiritual things
( John 14:26-27, 16:13-14). Daily troubles will no longer upset
you as much as they once did. You will experience an inner
peace that people will notice. The Holy Spirit will talk to you
in your heart.
David Grant, a missionary in India, was exhausted after
holding crusades in one city. He decided to take two days off,
stay in the city before he had to be in Madras, India for another
crusade. So he made arrangements to stay at a friend’s house.
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He got up very early that first morning, and there was a nagging
feeling on the inside urging him to go to Madras immediately.
So he woke up the friend and said, “You have got to take
me to the airport. I must get to Madras this morning.”
And the friend said, “Why?”
He said, “I don’t know. There is just this inner witness telling
me I have got to get to Madras.”
So the friend got up, got dressed, cleaned up, took him to
the airport, and David Grant got an early plane to Madras. He
checked into his hotel a day early.
The next night, the hotel clerk met him as he came into the
hotel and said, “Mr. Grant. Why did you come in a day early?”
Grant said, “To tell you the truth, I don’t know. Nothing
really happened here.”
The hotel clerk said, “Did you read the paper?” David
picked up the paper. The airplane that he was supposed to come
in on crashed in the mountains, and there were no survivors.
That was why he had the witness of the Holy Spirit telling him
to get to Madras one day early, because God knew what was
going to happen.
That witness of the Holy Spirit is something we can learn
to listen to and obey.
3. A change in your life.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Your desires will change. You will want to please God and
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to learn more about Jesus—in fact you may desire to spend a
lot of time at church. Your passion will be to serve the Lord and
live your life according to His plan for you.
When you are saved you will want to turn away from sin.
You will know that without holiness you will not see God
(Hebrews 12:14).
Maybe at one time you developed your own personal form
of religion from bits and pieces of philosophies that seemed
good to you. But when you are really saved, you will only want
to believe what God instructs us to believe.
There is a difference between being spiritually awakened
and actually being born again. A spiritually awakened person
may be interested in church and “spirituality,” but that does not
mean that there will necessarily be a change in how he lives his
life. In Matthew 18:3, Jesus said we must be converted. That
means your old sinful heart does not just get a fresh coat of
paint so it looks new. You get a new heart, a changed heart—a
heart that yearns for Jesus.
• Your nature will change from longing for sin to longing
to be more like Him.
• You will cringe when someone uses the Lord’s name as a
swear word.
• You will not be perfect. You may stumble from time to
time, but you will look back and realize that you have
come a long way!
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4. LOVE FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS.
We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love our brothers. Anyone who does
not love remains in death.
— 1 John 3:14

You will find that your choice of friends begins to change.
You enjoy a different crowd now.
You will be surprised to find that the company of Christians
is enjoyable. Before they seemed like a boring bunch of “holy
rollers,” but now you love their company. The desire to spend
time with Christians is a sign you are on the road to Heaven.
5. THERE IS A BATTLE.
Think about it: The devil never told you that you were not
saved until you became saved. When you were an unredeemed
sinner, Satan had nothing to worry about, and he certainly never
told you that you were not saved, but once God takes up residence in your heart the devil tries to attack your faith head-on.
Just remember, when doubts assail your mind, it is the last
gasp of hell trying to win you back. Demons want to plant
doubt in your mind. They want you to feel unworthy of eternal
life with God.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
— Ephesians 6:12

The good news is Jesus destroyed the works of the devil
when He went to the cross.
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He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the devil’s work.
— 1 John 3:8

As you mature as a Christian, you will find that by using
the Name of Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit, you
will have complete victory over the lies of the devil. If the devil
tells you that you are not going to Heaven, rejoice! It is another
indication that you are on the road to Heaven.
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Chapter Nine:

Getting Ready For
Heaven
If you were going on a trip, or buying a house, or getting
married, you would spend a lot of time working out the details
of your plans. The same should be true of our salvation, which
is the most important fact about us.
What can we do to prepare for the world beyond?
HERE ARE 7 SEVEN STEPS TO HELP YOU PREPARE
1. Come to Jesus Christ.
There is no cleansing of sin apart from Him. We can
only be made righteous by the blood of the Lamb. We
become citizens of Heaven by the new birth. Jesus said:
I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless he is born again.
— John 3:3
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2. Lay up treasures in Heaven now.
Luke 12:31-34 talks about prayer treasures. Your prayers
will go on being answered after you leave this life. Jesus said
where your treasure is that is where your heart is going to be.
If the bulk of your treasure is here on earth that is where your
heart is going to be. If the bulk of your treasure is in Heaven,
you have laid up treasures in Heaven, that is where your heart
is going to be.
Betty Maltz, a precious Christian, was clinically dead. She
told how Jesus showed her around Heaven. One of the things
that struck me about her testimony was that Jesus showed her
little closets. He opened one of them up and there were ashes
on the floor. Betty asked, “What are those?” He said, “This
represents the prayers you prayed when you were on earth.”
Then He took her to someone else’s closet and it was filled with
ashes. Jesus said, “This person prayed a lot.” The Bible says the
prayers of the saints go forth like incense.
Lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven where moth and
rust, inflation and deflation, will not corrupt. It will always be
there.
3. Do the will of God.
Nobody gets to Heaven just by hearing the Gospel message,
but by doing the will of God.
Imagine a man who attends a seminar on how to make lots
of money in the stock market, and he listens and says, “Yes, that
sounds right to me. What a great plan.” But when he goes home
he does nothing to move his money from a bank account to the
stocks he heard about, and when the stocks start to yield high
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returns the man has gained nothing. Nevertheless, he believes
he should reap the rewards. “After all,” he says, “I attended that
seminar and heard about the plan. I even agreed with it and
thought it would work.” But because he never took action, he
cannot expect a reward.
Doing the will of God is like investing in the kingdom of
Heaven. Jesus said:
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the
will of my Father who is in Heaven.
— Matthew 7:21

4. Remember, others are cheering you on.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us.
— Hebrews 12:1

There are grandstands in Heaven, just as if we were track
runners and our departed friends and family were cheering us
to win the race.
5. Remember your biography.
Remember to make decisions in light of the fact that you
are just a visitor here on earth, and a biography is being written
about you in Heaven.
Why, you do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then vanishes.
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6. Take Jesus into account for everything you think,
say and do.
Apart from me you can do nothing.
— John 14:5b

Dr. Irving Harrison, who died and came back to life, made
an interesting observation. He said that everyone who has had
one of those encounters says the same thing: Once you leave
time, it seems like nothing matters anymore, except Jesus. When
you stand on the brink of life and death and see yourself moving
from time to eternity, you realize that nothing else matters, and
that there is nothing except Jesus.
7. Set your earthly priorities based on Heavenly
principles.
A man on a Navy ship fell overboard, and in the cold
ocean currents he began struggling for his life, his lungs filling
with water. His shipmates saw him and sent down a lifeboat
to rescue him, and when they dragged him up to the deck of
the ship, his fellow sailors stood around and made bets as to
what the first words out of his mouth would be. Some said
they would be curses to God, some said praises. All the while
the half-drowned sailor made wild gestures with his hands to
communicate something to them. They finally got the water
out of his lungs and he gasped and said, “My buddy fell over
with me! We gotta get him!”
When he was rescued, his first concern was his friend who
was still in danger of drowning. As believers, our number one
concern as it relates to other people is getting them into the
kingdom before it is too late.
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Conclusion

The Last Word
I hope this book has whetted your appetite for Heaven,
and given you an idea of what it will be like. Every person alive
will visit the world beyond, some bound for Heaven and some
for hell.
You and I can hardly imagine what awaits us at the end of
our journey if we have given our lives to Jesus Christ as I am
sure by now that you have. There will be no earthly moment
to match the one when Jesus says to us personally, “Well done,
good and faithful servant. Enter into your Father’s rest.”
God is so good! When we live on earth, we live under His
grace; His mercies are new every morning. We can say yes or
no to Him. But there will be a day when life ends for each of us,
and we will suddenly be somewhere else, Heaven or hell. The
choice is yours and mine—for now.
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HOW TO BECOME FIT FOR HEAVEN AND GET A
NEW START IN LIFE - NOW
Have you ever wished you could start your life over again?
If so, I have good news for you. Jesus, God’s Son, made a way
for you to experience a brand new life. Yes, you can start over,
regardless of how many wrongs you’ve done or how “messed
up” you may feel right now.
Jesus died on the cross 2000 years ago so that men and
women, boys and girls of all ages may be forgiven. Right now, at
this very moment, Jesus forgives you of all the wrong you’ve ever
done. But in order to experience that forgiveness and receive
a brand new life, you must accept Christ as your Savior. He is
mankind’s only hope. We can’t save ourselves from the guilt,
pain, and consequences of sin. So Jesus did it for us.
Nobody can be fit for Heaven apart from accepting Christ,
not even the most moral and religious person in the world. Jesus
Himself said that nobody will ever get to God unless he comes
through Jesus. He said:
I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.”
—John 14:6

And Saint Paul put it this way:
For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
—1 Timothy 2:5

And so it’s true! There’s only one way to experience forgiveness and receive a new start in life. It’s through the Lord Jesus
Christ. And wow! He is waiting to work miracles in your life
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because He loves you, no matter what condition you’re in right
now. He doesn’t say, “Clean up your act and I’ll accept you!”
Instead He says, “Come to Me now, just the way you are, and
I’ll give you a new life!”
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.
—2 Corinthians 5:17

Can you believe it? No strings attached. God’s forgiveness,
acceptance, and power is available to you right now, just for the
asking. God has done His part to give you a new life and some
day a home in Heaven—the world beyond. Now, it’s up to you.
1. Come to Jesus as you are (Romans 3:23).
2. Admit your helplessness to save yourself (Romans 6:23,
Luke 18:13).
3. Ask Jesus to be your Savior and to give you a new start (2
Corinthians 5:17).
4. Confess with your mouth that He is Lord (Romans 10:9).
5. By faith receive Christ into your life ( John 1: 11, 12).
The burden of sin will be quickly rolled away if you do these
things. God is standing by you right now to hear you pray.
He’s ready to send Jesus into your life and is calling the angels
together for a celebration in Heaven - a celebration over YOU!
...joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons,
which need no repentance.
—Luke 15:7
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If you have never taken this step, why not pray this prayer
right now? It will help lead you to a brand new life on this
earth, and in Heaven later on. It’s what I call a simple prayer
of salvation:
Dear God,
I come to you in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says
in John 6:37 that if I turn to You, You will in no way
cast me out, but You will take me in just as I am. I
thank You, God, for that.
You also said in Romans 10:13 that if I call upon
You, I’ll be saved. I’m calling on You, Lord, so I know
You have now saved me.
I believe Your Son Jesus died on the cross for me,
and that He was raised from the dead. I now confess Him as my Lord.
I now have a new life. My sins are gone, and I have
a new start, beginning NOW!
Thank You, Lord!
Amen

Congratulations! If you just prayed that prayer for the first
time, I want you to call someone. Tell them that you have just
made Jesus Christ Lord over your life. I would love to hear from
you. You may also contact me at: DaveWilliams.com.
Visit DaveWilliams.com/NL for your free copy of my book,
The New Life...The Start Of Something Wonderful. It will help
propel you to success in your new life in Christ.
I’ll look forward to meeting you one day in the world
beyond.
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