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School for Today’s Prophets and Seers  
Scriptures about Spiritual Eyes 

 

Seers’ eyes that see (Balaam before he compromised) 

 

Numbers 24:2-4 
2 

where he saw the people of Israel camped, tribe by tribe. Then the Spirit of God came upon 

him,  
3 

and this is the message he delivered: 

“This is the message of Balaam son of Beor, 

    the message of the man whose eyes see clearly, 
4 

the message of one who hears the words of God, 

    who sees a vision from the Almighty, 

    who bows down with eyes wide open: 

 

After all the miracles, they still don’t see and hear by faith 

 
Deuteronomy 29:3-5 (NLT) 

3 all the great tests of strength, the miraculous signs, and the amazing wonders.  

4 But to this day the Lord has not given you minds that understand, nor eyes that see, nor 

ears that hear!  
5 For forty years I led you through the wilderness, yet your clothes and sandals did not wear out. 

 

Judging only by natural sight – the way things look 

 

Judges 17:5-7 (NLT) 
5 

Micah set up a shrine for the idol, and he made a sacred ephod and some household idols. Then 

he installed one of his sons as his personal priest. 
6 

In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes. 

        

[ILLUST:  Lot chose the land that looked good to his human eyes.]

 

Genesis 13:9-11 
5 

Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy with flocks of sheep and 

goats, herds of cattle, and many tents.  
6 

But the land could not support both Abram and Lot with all their flocks and herds living so 

close together.  
7 

So disputes broke out between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. (At that time Canaanites and 

Perizzites were also living in the land.) 
8 

Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow this conflict to come between us or our herdsmen. 

After all, we are close relatives!  
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9 
The whole countryside is open to you. Take your choice of any section of the land you want, 

and we will separate. If you want the land to the left, then I’ll take the land on the right. If you 

prefer the land on the right, then I’ll go to the left.” 
10 

Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The 

whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the LORD or the beautiful land of 

Egypt. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)  
11 

Lot chose for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went there with his 

flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. 

 

Discerning of Spirits 

 

2 Kings 6:17 

Then Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes and let him see!” The Lord opened the young man’s 

eyes, and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and 

chariots of fire. 

Seeing in Warfare times 

2 Kings 6 

Elisha Traps the Arameans 
8 
When the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he would confer with his officers and say, “We 

will mobilize our forces at such and such a place.” 
9 

But immediately Elisha, the man of God, would warn the king of Israel, “Do not go near that 

place, for the Arameans are planning to mobilize their troops there.”  
10 

So the king of Israel would send word to the place indicated by the man of God. Time and 

again Elisha warned the king, so that he would be on the alert there. 
11 

The king of Aram became very upset over this. He called his officers together and demanded, 

“Which of you is the traitor? Who has been informing the king of Israel of my plans?” 
12 

“It’s not us, my lord the king,” one of the officers replied. “Elisha, the prophet in Israel, tells 

the king of Israel even the words you speak in the privacy of your bedroom!” 
13 

“Go and find out where he is,” the king commanded, “so I can send troops to seize him.” 

And the report came back: “Elisha is at Dothan.”  
14 

So one night the king of Aram sent a great army with many chariots and horses to surround the 

city. 
15 

When the servant of the man of God got up early the next morning and went outside, there 

were troops, horses, and chariots everywhere. “Oh, sir, what will we do now?” the young man 

cried to Elisha. 
16 

“Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are more on our side than on theirs!”  
17 

Then Elisha prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes and let him see!” The LORD opened the young 

man’s eyes, and when he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses 

and chariots of fire. 
18 

As the Aramean army advanced toward him, Elisha prayed, “O LORD, please make them 

blind.” So the LORD struck them with blindness as Elisha had asked. 
19 

Then Elisha went out and told them, “You have come the wrong way! This isn’t the right city! 

Follow me, and I will take you to the man you are looking for.” And he led them to the city of 

Samaria. 



DaveWilliams.com  3 | P a g e  
 

20 
As soon as they had entered Samaria, Elisha prayed, “O LORD, now open their eyes and let 

them see.” So the LORD opened their eyes, and they discovered that they were in the middle of 

Samaria. 
21 

When the king of Israel saw them, he shouted to Elisha, “My father, should I kill them? Should 

I kill them?” 
22 

“Of course not!” Elisha replied. “Do we kill prisoners of war? Give them food and drink and 

send them home again to their master.” 
23 

So the king made a great feast for them and then sent them home to their master. After that, the 

Aramean raiders stayed away from the land of Israel. 

 

Job Sees the Lord and Repents 

 

Job 42:4-6 (NLT) 
4 

You said, ‘Listen and I will speak! 

    I have some questions for you, 

    and you must answer them.’ 
5 

I had only heard about you before, 

    but now I have seen you with my own eyes. 
6 

I take back everything I said, 

    and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.” 

 

Consequences of Seeing only the Natural - Rejecting the Seer’s Vision 

 

2 Kings 7 (NLT) 
1 

Elisha replied, “Listen to this message from the LORD! This is what the LORD says: By this time 

tomorrow in the markets of Samaria, six quarts of choice flour will cost only one piece of silver, 

and twelve quarts of barley grain will cost only one piece of silver.” 
2 

The officer assisting the king said to the man of God, “That couldn’t happen even if the LORD 

opened the windows of heaven!” 

But Elisha replied, “You will see it happen with your own eyes, but you won’t be able to eat any 

of it!” 

 

2 Kings 7:18-20 (NLT) 
18 

The man of God had said to the king, “By this time tomorrow in the markets of Samaria, six 

quarts of choice flour will cost one piece of silver, and twelve quarts of barley grain will cost one 

piece of silver.” 
19 

The king’s officer had replied, “That couldn’t happen even if the LORD opened the windows of 

heaven!” And the man of God had said, “You will see it happen with your own eyes, but you 

won’t be able to eat any of it!”  
20 

And so it was, for the people trampled him to death at the gate! 

 

Prayer for eyes to see 

 

Psalm 119:17-19 (NLT) 
17 

Be good to your servant, 

    that I may live and obey your word. 
18 

Open my eyes to see 

    the wonderful truths in your instructions. 
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19 
I am only a foreigner in the land. 

    Don’t hide your commands from me! 

 

Gifts from God: Eyes that see and ears that hear. 

 

Proverbs 20:12 

Ears to hear and eyes to see— both are gifts from the Lord. 

 

Background (Isaiah Chapter 5) 

God’s people became arrogant, careless, know-it-alls.  Alcohol, parties, reveling, drunkenness, 

little respect or honor for the Lord.  They developed injustice, oppression, not pursuing God’s 

plan for their lives, until finally they didn’t even know God anymore. 
 
7
The nation of Israel is the vineyard of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

    The people of Judah are his pleasant garden. 

He expected a crop of justice, 

    but instead he found oppression. 

He expected to find righteousness, 

    but instead he heard cries of violence. 
 
13 

So my people will go into exile far away 

    because they do not know me. 

 

Inattention leading to Apostasy  

 

Isaiah 6 

Isaiah’s Cleansing and Call 
1
 It was in the year King Uzziah died

 
that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and 

the train of his robe filled the Temple.  
2 

Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  
3 

They were calling out to each other, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies! 

    The whole earth is filled with his glory!” 
4 

Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke. 
5 

Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live 

among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.” 
6 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair 

of tongs.  
7 

He touched my lips with it and said, “See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is 

removed, and your sins are forgiven.” 
8 

Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go 

for us?” 

I said, “Here I am. Send me.” 
9 

And he said, “Yes, go, and say to this people,  

‘Listen carefully, but do not understand. 

    Watch closely, but learn nothing.’ 
10 

Harden the hearts of these people. 
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    Plug their ears and shut their eyes. 

That way, they will not see with their eyes, 

    nor hear with their ears, 

nor understand with their hearts 

    and turn to me for healing.” 
 
11 

Then I said, “Lord, how long will this go on?” 

And he replied, 

“Until their towns are empty, 

    their houses are deserted, 

    and the whole country is a wasteland; 
 

John 12:39-41 (NLT) 
39 

But the people couldn’t believe, for as Isaiah also said, 
40 

“The Lord has blinded their eyes 

    and hardened their hearts— 

so that their eyes cannot see, 

    and their hearts cannot understand, 

and they cannot turn to me 

    and have me heal them.” 
41 

Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he said this, because he saw the future and spoke of the 

Messiah’s glory.  

 

Acts 28:26-28 (NLT) 
26 

‘Go and say to this people: 

When you hear what I say, 

    you will not understand. 

When you see what I do, 

    you will not comprehend. 
27 

For the hearts of these people are hardened, 

    and their ears cannot hear, 

    and they have closed their eyes— 

so their eyes cannot see, 

    and their ears cannot hear, 

    and their hearts cannot understand, 

and they cannot turn to me 

    and let me heal them.’ 
28 

So I want you to know that this salvation from God has also been offered to the Gentiles, and 

they will accept it.” 

 

When Jesus comes 

 

Isaiah 32 (NLT) 
1
 Look, a righteous king is coming! 

    And honest princes will rule under him. 
2 

Each one will be like a shelter from the wind 

    and a refuge from the storm, 

like streams of water in the desert 

    and the shadow of a great rock in a parched land. 
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3 

Then everyone who has eyes will be able to see the truth, 

    and everyone who has ears will be able to hear it. 

 
4 

Even the hotheads will be full of sense and understanding. 

    Those who stammer will speak out plainly. 
5 

In that day ungodly fools will not be heroes. 

    Scoundrels will not be respected. 
6 

For fools speak foolishness 

    and make evil plans. 

They practice ungodliness 

    and spread false teachings about the Lord. 

They deprive the hungry of food 

    and give no water to the thirsty. 
7 

The smooth tricks of scoundrels are evil. 

    They plot crooked schemes. 

They lie to convict the poor, 

    even when the cause of the poor is just. 
8 

But generous people plan to do what is generous, 

    and they stand firm in their generosity. 

 

Idolatry 

 

Psalm 115:4-6 (NLT) 
4 

Their idols are merely things of silver and gold, 

    shaped by human hands. 
5 

They have mouths but cannot speak, 

    and eyes but cannot see. 
6 

They have ears but cannot hear, 

    and noses but cannot smell. 

 

Isaiah 44:17-19 (NLT) 
17 

Then he takes what’s left 

    and makes his god: a carved idol! 

He falls down in front of it, 

    worshiping and praying to it. 

“Rescue me!” he says. 

    “You are my god!” 
18 

Such stupidity and ignorance! 

    Their eyes are closed, and they cannot see. 

    Their minds are shut, and they cannot think. 
19 

The person who made the idol never stops to reflect, 

    “Why, it’s just a block of wood! 

I burned half of it for heat 

    and used it to bake my bread and roast my meat. 

How can the rest of it be a god? 

    Should I bow down to worship a piece of wood?” 
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Disrespect for God and His presence 

 

Jeremiah 5:20-22 (NLT) 
20 

“Make this announcement to Israel, 

    and say this to Judah: 
21 

Listen, you foolish and senseless people, 

    with eyes that do not see 

    and ears that do not hear. 
22 

Have you no respect for me? 

    Why don’t you tremble in my presence? 

 

Rebellion 

 

Ezekiel 12:1-3 (NLT) 

Signs of the Coming Exile 

12 Again a message came to me from the Lord:  
2 

“Son of man, you live among rebels who have eyes but refuse to see. They have ears but 

refuse to hear. For they are a rebellious people. 

  

Matthew 9:29-31 (NLT) 
29 

Then he touched their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, it will happen.”  
30 

Then their eyes were opened, and they could see! Jesus sternly warned them, “Don’t tell 

anyone about this.” 

 

Indifference 

 

Revelation 3:17-19 (NLT) 
17 

You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that 

you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  
18 

So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be 

rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and 

ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see.  
19 

I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference. 

 

Old Testament Prophets and righteous people longed to see and hear 

 

Matthew 13:15-17 (NLT) 
15 

For the hearts of these people are hardened, 

    and their ears cannot hear, 

and they have closed their eyes— 

    so their eyes cannot see, 

and their ears cannot hear, 

    and their hearts cannot understand, 

and they cannot turn to me 

    and let me heal them.’ 
 
16 

“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  
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17 

I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but they 

didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you hear, but they didn’t hear it. 

 

Visible/Invisible 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 ESV 

As we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 

that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

Hebrews 11:7 ESV 

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 

constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became 

an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 

Hebrews 11:26-28 ESV 

26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 

looking to the reward.  

27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 

who is invisible.  

28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn 

might not touch them. 

 

Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV) 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  

2 For by it the people of old received their commendation.  

3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 

was not made out of things that are visible. 

 

John 14:21  

“He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth 

Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


