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PASTOR FILES

Everyone (especially if you are a pastor or leader) has 
received at least one.

My friend Wayne Benson once called them “sniper notes.” 
That’s a good description.

Maybe you have struggled with unsigned “sniper notes,” 
wondering who wrote them. In many cases, you can guess, 
but unless the Holy Spirit gives you clear discernment, you 
will probably never know who sent them.

SNIPER NOTES COME IN VARIETIES
These sniper notes come in all varieties. Some express per-
sonal opinions. Others question your motives, tear apart 
your personality, or trash your character. They usually come 
during an already stressful time in your life. Someone who 
doesn’t have the courage to ask the right questions, or go 
to the right person for clarification, tries to influence you 
(or others) through secret letters. Sometimes they are even 
written in a prophetic tone as if the Lord were speaking. 

A pastor I know received a secret sniper note from “Jesus.”

I used to get these quite often in the earlier years. People 
had their opinions, and if they didn’t harmonize with mine, 
I could count on an unsigned note arriving. I would look 
out at the congregation, wondering which member it was. 
Sometimes it was obvious, but I could never prove it.

STINGERS OF THE ENEMY
When I’d receive an unsigned note, I couldn’t understand why 
my stomach would twist up in knots. It was frustrating. I wanted 
to respond, but to whom? It was difficult to pray because my 
mind would go back to the words in the sniper note.

Then I realized something. Fiery darts are actually satanic 
“stingers.” That’s why these unsigned notes bothered me 
so much. The enemy designed them to bother me, the 
same as sarcastic remarks from critics do. This is exactly 
what the devil wanted – to get my focus off God’s plans 
and goals and onto the fiery stinger of the wicked.

Ephesians 6:10-16
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace;
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

UNSIGNED 
NOTES
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HOW TO DEAL WITH THEM
I asked the Lord how to deal with these notes. Here’s what 
He told me: “Don’t ever read another letter that is unsigned. 
Throw them away immediately.” After that, whenever I 
read my mail, I would first check to make sure there was a 
signature before I read it. No signature – it got tossed. 

I announced to the congregation what the Lord had shown 
me. Soon, the immature, carnal snipers drifted off to other 
churches to find a pastor who would be motivated by their 
controlling habits.

OCCULT
Secret letters. Stop and think. The word “occult” means 
“secret.” When you have a hem-occult test, you check for 
hidden – or secret – blood in your stool. The word occult 
means secret, or secretive. Paul talked about the “hidden 
principle of rebellion.”

2 Thessalonians 2:7 AMPL
For the mystery of lawlessness (that hidden principle 
of rebellion against constituted authority) is already at 
work in the world…

THE SHROUD OF SECRECY
Your enemy loves to work in a shroud of secrecy. He likes to 
keep his tactics, agendas, and motives hidden. And people 
who use these “secret 
note strategies” are 
engaged in an occult 
activity without real-
izing it. Most are 
infantile in their faith 
and don’t know any 
better. Some think 
they are doing God 
a favor without real-
izing the nature of 
the spirit that is actu-
ally motivating them.

HERE ARE MY SUGGESTIONS:
1. Don’t read unsigned notes. Throw them immediately in 
the trash. Speak this: “I have the shield of faith engaged, 
and every fiery stinger of the wicked is extinguished, in 
Jesus’ Name.” 

2. Ask the Lord to bring the writer of these “sniper notes” 
to repentance. Judas secretly betrayed Jesus without real-
izing the consequences on his own life. The writer of a 
sniper note needs help.

3. Ask the Lord to give you and His other sincere servants 
clear discernment and the gift of discerning spirits.

4. Don’t negotiate with people who use these kinds of 
occult tactics (if you are aware they are doing it.) Just as 
you cannot negotiate with terrorism or tyranny, you can 
never negotiate with a person who is dishonest and hyp-
ocritical.

5. Don’t hang out or fellowship with people in rebellion 
or who use secretive measures to influence others. Get 
away from them like you would get away from Dathan or 
Abiram in the Bible before the earth swallowed them alive. 
We become wise by walking with the wise, but we get hurt 
when we walk too closely with those who are operating 
under the influence of “another spirit.”

2 Corinthians 11:4 AMPL
For [you seem readily to endure it] if a man comes and 
preaches another Jesus than the One we preached, or if 
you receive a different spirit from the [Spirit] you [once] 
received or a different gospel from the one you [then] 
received and welcomed; you tolerate [all that] well 
enough! 

6. Commit to keeping your own heart pure and your own 
hands clean. Never use the tactics of these cowards. If you 
have something to say, sign your name to it.

7. Always remember the words of St. John: “Little children, 
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the world.

(1 John 4:4). You are an ambassador for Christ; “snipers” 
choose to be ambassadors for the devil. 

2 Corinthians 5:20
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ … 

Do not despair when you find yourself under the attack of 
snipers. It’s happened to all of us. I believe it’s a sign that 
you are about to be promoted to the next level in your 
ministry. 

Everything designed to be a curse in your life will reverse, 
and God will turn it into a great blessing for you!
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ABOUT DAVE WILLIAMS 
Dr. Dave Williams served as pastor of Mount Hope Church and International Outreach 
Ministries in Lansing, Michigan, for 31 years. Under his leadership, the church grew from 
225 to over 4,000 members. Pastor Dave sought to provide a warm and welcoming place 
to worship and to take the message of the Gospel to the lost—no matter where in the 
world they are—and to build believers so they are prepared to share Jesus with everyone 
they meet. 

His vision led Mount Hope Church to plant over 43 daughter and neighborhood churches 
in Michigan, the Philippines, and several African nations. Over 100,000 people in Africa, 
Asia, and America now attend a Mount Hope Church as their home church. 

Dave has authored over 60 books, including the bestseller, The New Life…The Start of Something Wonderful, with over 
3.5 million copies sold in eight languages, and The Miracle Results of Fasting (Harrison House Publishers), and more 
recently, Hope in the Last Days (Charisma). Dave has produced over 90 audio and video programs, including the nation-
ally acclaimed School of Pacesetting Leadership and The Church Planter’s School. 

Dave is the founder and chairman of The Center for Pacesetting Leadership in Lansing, Michigan, where people are 
being trained for both ministry and the marketplace. 

PRODUCTS YOU MAY  FIND HELPFUL IN YOUR MINISTRY: 
MIRACLE OF FAITH GOALS
This book reveals how to discover God’s plan 
for accomplishing profound results through 
setting and reaching faith goals. Learn the  
incremental steps, that will help you accom-
plish 100 to 1,000 times more!

ART OF PACESETTING LEADERSHIP
Learn the proven principles of leadership 
that will launch your life, ministry, business, 
or job to higher levels of success. Join him 
on a journey of discovery as Dave Williams 
shares the secrets of developing the heart of 
an authentic leader. 

Online course available at DaveWiliams.com/PLonline

THE JEZEBEL SPIRIT 
Christians are vulnerable to manipulation 
by a spirit of control named Jezebel. Armor 
yourself against this vile spirit and its devas-
tating consequences by learning to recog-
nize the wiles of the devil as revealed in The 
Jezebel Spirit.

THE SPIRIT OF ANTAGONISM 
Your defense against toxic spiritual poison. 
This book will show you…to recognize 
someone “infected”…to detect the under-
lying motivations…how to avoid “catching” 
the disease…and how to swiftly and deci-
sively deal with the Spirit of Antagonism.

THE IMPOSTER
The Absalom spirit brings chaos and con-
fusion to a church or business—under the 
guise of true concern. Learn how to deal 
with this malignant spirit in your church, 
family, or business

HOW TO HELP YOUR PASTOR SUC-
CEED
Absorb spiritual and practical truths that 
will help you become one of your pastor’s 
MVPs (Most Valuable Players). This book 
is for people who want their pastor and 
their church to succeed. It is for people 

who share their pastor’s vision and want to do all they can 
to make it come to pass.

HOPE IN THE LAST DAYS
Understand how ancient biblical prophe-
cies are coming to pass in our day and how 
there is hope for all followers of Christ. 
Today there is a tremendous interest 
in Bible prophecy, particularly because 
end-time events prophesied long ago are 

coming to pass in an extraordinary manner.

42 THINGS PRODUCTIVE PASTORS 
KNOW AND DO THAT OTHERS DON’T
A pastor is called to direct every aspect of 
church life, and he or she had better know 
what they are doing. There are stumbling 
blocks, roadblocks, and block heads that 
seek to destroy the church’s effectiveness 

and frustrate its success. These three messages share valu-
able insights into overcoming the problems pastors face.
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EMERGING LEADERS
Emerging leaders are on fire for God, hear 
and answer His call, and accomplish the 
seemingly impossible. You can be one of 
them! Find out how by reading this pow-
erful book by Dr. Dave Williams.

HEART TO HEART TALK WITH 
YOUNG PASTORS
Some of the Most Important issues for 
Young Pastors and How to Address Them

After over 30 years as pastor of Mount 
Hope Church, and now serving as a 

Global Ambassador, Dave Williams talks heart-to-heart to 
young and new pastors. 

DEFEATING THE REALM OF THE 
DEMONIC
There is a spiritual realm of demonic 
beings bent on killing and destroying 
lives and stealing what rightfully belongs 
to you. But there is good news! If Jesus 
is your Savior, you have power in you 

that is greater than any other power in the world! Jesus 
has given you the authority to cast out demons and live 
a life free of demonic influences. It is time that you—as a 
believer—begin to exercise that God-given power.

THE POWER OF  
PROPHETIC REVELATION
How One Prophetic Word from God can 
Propel You Into an Amazing Future!

Whatever your uncertainty, whatever 
your doubt, whatever the challenge or 

mountain you face…God has a prophetic answer and a 
supernatural solution.

Right now, a connection exists between heaven and earth. 
God-made plans and secrets are ready to come from 
heaven. A deposit of God’s glory for your life is available 
to you.

YOUR SPECTACULAR MIND
Unleash your God-given potential

In this two CD set, Dave Williams unlocks 
the mysteries of the mind, and gives you 
plans and strategies for developing your 
mind—an awesome gift from God. You 
will discover how to transform weak-

ness to strength and failure to fruitfulness by learning to 
think like God thinks.

DEVELOPING THE SPIRIT OF A 
CONQUEROR
Are life’s problems running right over 
you? God created you to be a winner in 
every aspect of your life. In Developing 
the Spirit of a Conqueror, Dr. Dave Wil-
liams gives a concise description of the 

traits of an over comer, and gives you clear directions to 
find the path you must follow gain victory over any situa-
tion in your life.

THE NEW LIFE...THE START OF 
SOMETHING WONDERFUL
Powerful & Practical knowledge for growing 
believers

This book will help you learn more about 
your new life with Jesus. It will teach you 
how to talk with him, how to read his 

Word, the Bible, how to introduce him to your friends, and 
much more!

DEVELOPING THE SPIRIT  
OF A CONQUEROR 
What is holding you back from con-
quering the things that God has placed 
on your heart? In this audio message, 
Developing the Spirit of a Conqueror, 

Dave Williams will take you on a journey of how to use 
your God-given authority to conquer the obstacles in your 
way and how to walk the life of a winner.
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